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INTRODUCTION 

 

On July 25, 2020, our office learned of an incident during a protest demonstration on Interstate 

225 in Aurora involving protesters who disrupted traffic in both directions of I-225 and a blue Jeep 

Wrangler that drove through the crowd. Protesters threw objects at the Jeep and one protester fired 

several bullets at the vehicle. Consistent with our obligation to investigate and, when appropriate, 

prosecute all violations of state law occurring within our jurisdiction, the District Attorney’s Office 

conducted an investigation of this incident. The investigation reviewed the available evidence to 

determine if criminal charges could ethically be filed and successfully prosecuted against the driver 

of the blue Jeep Wrangler, Kyle Faulkison. 

 

Our office has determined that no charges should be filed at this time against Mr. Faulkison, as 

there is insufficient evidence that he committed a crime or intended to injure anyone, and because 

the evidence would not support a reasonable likelihood of a criminal conviction at trial.  

 

MATERIALS OBTAINED AND REVIEWED 

 

The Aurora Police Department provided reports, body-camera recordings, dispatch notes, witness 

statements, and investigation materials from this incident. Aurora PD also assigned their Major 

Crime and Homicide Unit, some of the most experienced detectives in Colorado, to lead the 

investigation of this incident. We reviewed video and photographs from other sources, including 

9-News helicopter footage, videos posted online, cell-phone videos taken by witnesses at the 

scene, information provided to the Crime-Stoppers tip-line, traffic surveillance footage, as well as 

pictures and video from a drone camera operated by a witness. Additionally, our office and Aurora 

PD have made multiple public requests for any additional information or evidence from witnesses 

to the incident. Aurora PD executed a judicially-authorized search warrant to recover electronic 

data from the 2019 blue Jeep Wrangler and a 2020 white Ford truck, which was analyzed as part 

of this investigation. The investigation included interviews with more than 30 witnesses, and the 

review of hours of video recordings from the events of that day.  Although much of the information 

was available earlier in the investigation, based in part on the public requests for information, 

additional time was allowed for follow-up interviews and to allow for anyone with additional 

evidence, recordings, or information, to come forward as part of the investigation of this case.  
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FACTUAL OVERVIEW 

 

On July 25, 2020, a planned protest demonstration took place at the Aurora Municipal Center 

located at 15001 East Alameda Avenue, in the city of Aurora, Arapahoe County. Several hundred 

people gathered outside of the Aurora Municipal Center, which is adjacent to the Aurora PD 

headquarters. Based on the planned event at the Municipal Center, the Aurora PD and several other 

assisting law enforcement agencies were monitoring and supporting the area of the demonstration.  

 

                      
 

At approximately 6:30pm, as part of the demonstration, many of the protesters walked from the 

Aurora Municipal Center westbound onto East Alameda Avenue, attempting to block traffic on 

Alameda Avenue and at each of the intersections.  

 

                      
 

The crowd walked westbound onto I-225 via the Alameda northbound on-ramp. The protesters 

eventually blocked all lanes of traffic on the northbound lanes, and after a few minutes crossed the 

median and blocked all lanes of southbound traffic. Aurora PD dispatch received numerous 911 

calls from motorists stating that they were blocked by the protesters. As the protest crowd moved 
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from Alameda Avenue to the interstate, some pedestrians and vehicles associated with the protest 

remained at the entrance to the northbound on-ramp in an attempt to block traffic.  

 

Although there is a procedure in place to obtain authorization to demonstrate on public roadways, 

no authorization was sought, nor prior notice given, in this instance. Despite this fact, several 

marked Aurora PD vehicles attempted to block traffic to ensure public safety, once the protestors 

crossed onto the public roadways. Police vehicles positioned ahead of the crowd on Alameda 

Avenue, on the I-225 northbound lanes south of Alameda Avenue, on the I-225 southbound off-

ramp heading towards Alameda Avenue, and eventually, on the I-225 southbound lanes north of 

Alameda Avenue. While the police vehicles helped to keep most traffic away from the protesters, 

the impromptu and chaotic movement of the group of protestors allowed many motorists to access 

the roadways. Many motorists were stopped only after they were suddenly blocked or surrounded 

by the crowd. The crowd’s inconsistent treatment of the motorists added to the confusing situation. 

Some motorists were allowed to pass by the protesters, some were instructed to put their vehicles 

in park and remain in place for the protest, some were able to turn around in other directions, and 

some of the drivers argued with the protesters. The unauthorized and unprotected obstruction of 

this major controlled-access interstate resulted in numerous confrontations between motorists and 

the protesters. 

 

Shortly before 7:00pm, the crowd walked northbound on both sides of I-225, north of Alameda 

Avenue, approaching the 2nd Avenue overpass, and headed north towards 6th Avenue. Several 

vehicles seemingly associated with the protest followed the crowd on the interstate. Some 

individuals remained at the Alameda on-ramp, attempting to block traffic from entering 

northbound I-225. One of the protesters attempting to block traffic was riding a motorbike ahead 

of the crowd as they walked down Alameda. She stayed near the entrance to the I-225 on-ramp 

after the crowd walked to the interstate. Several vehicles that entered the interstate at that location 

either stopped, turned around in the other direction, or continued on the roadway behind the crowd 

walking northbound on the interstate. 

 

Traffic cameras show that at approximately 6:54 pm, a 2019 blue Jeep Wrangler driven by Kyle 

Faulkison approached from Abilene Street and turned westbound onto Alameda Avenue towards 

the I-225 on-ramp. At that time, traffic on Alameda Avenue had resumed in both directions.  
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There is no video evidence from any known source showing the Alameda on-ramp to I-225 at the 

time the Jeep drove from Alameda onto the interstate. The available aerial footage focused on the 

crowd further north on the interstate, and the cell phone videos from other witnesses did not include 

footage of the Jeep on the on-ramp or as it first entered the highway. There were no traffic cameras 

at that intersection. Based on some of the witness statements, however, it appears that some 

vehicles and people associated with the protest tried to block the on-ramp to other traffic, and that 

Mr. Faulkison drove around them to enter the interstate. There were no police vehicles at that 

location and he did not pass a police blockade at any point.   

 

Kyle Faulkison later told police officers that he saw people blocking the intersection and that a 

woman operating a motorbike was going back and forth attempting to drive in front of him. Police 

later identified her as Emily Heydt. Mr. Faulkison said that, “all these other people were just like 

waiving stuff and being crazy.” He told police that he attempted to avoid the motorbike by driving 

over the curb to avoid letting her go straight out in front of him. He explained that as he went down 

the highway, people started to drive in front of him and he was just trying to get away from them. 

He and his passenger, Gregory Goodenough, explained to the officers that they were trying to get 

to the Denver Airport for Mr. Goodenough to catch a flight to California.  

 

In a recorded statement he posted online, Mr. Goodenough said that he was a passenger in the Jeep 

Wrangler and he was headed to the airport for a flight to California. He said that as they approached 

the on-ramp for I-225, they noticed protesters on the street trying to stop traffic. He said that they 

avoided pedestrians in the roadway and continued onto the freeway, and they noticed some 

protesters on the sides of the on-ramp. He said that they did not see any police barricade. Once on 

the interstate, he said that there were protesters who started to throw objects at the Jeep and tried 

to get out in front of them, with bats to damage the vehicle. He reported that they avoided the 

pedestrians but were then struck by a white pickup truck. After the collision he said that they saw 

a man with a bat approaching and they proceeded to speed off to avoid potential damage to 

themselves or the vehicle. Mr. Goodenough mentioned that he and Kyle Faulkison were at “Top 

Golf” earlier in the day, a location that also serves alcohol. There was no evidence noted or 

observed by officers on the scene, however, that suggested impairment or intoxication, at the time 

that Mr. Faulkison was talking to police officers. Detectives contacted managers at Top Golf,  but 

there was no information available related to Kyle Faulkison.  

 

When interviewed by Aurora Police officers, Emily Heydt acknowledged that she was blocking 

the on-ramp from Alameda onto the interstate, and that he (Kyle Faulkison) drove past their ‘block’ 

by going off the road onto the grass and then down towards the highway. She reported that she 

was “chasing” him down the highway on her motorbike after he drove past them. She estimated 

that he was driving at least 45 mph, because she was “gunning it” on her motorbike.  

 

Once on I-225, Mr. Faulkison drove northbound as Ms. Heydt continued to follow him. The Jeep 

was struck by a white 2020 Ford F-150 truck driven by Sebastian Sassi. A call to the Aurora 

Dispatch Center at 7:01pm reported that two vehicles were involved in an accident on the 

northbound lanes of I-225. Although there were many video recordings collected from various 

areas of the protest surrounding this incident, the investigation has not located any video footage 

showing the actual collision or the moments leading up to it behind the protest crowd. 
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The available evidence shows that the Jeep drove northbound from the on-ramp and passed some 

vehicles that were driving slowly behind the crowd in the lanes of traffic. The Jeep then approached 

the section of the interstate where there were some pedestrians and the white F-150, which was 

also driving slowly behind the crowd. When interviewed, Mr. Sassi reported that he was driving  

behind the crowd to support the protest group. While driving the F-150 slowly behind the 

protesters, he saw the blue Jeep Wrangler approaching from behind and he merged right towards 

an open lane where Mr. Faulkison was trying to pass him. Mr. Sassi said that he was attempting to 

block the Jeep from the protest group and that he believed the pedestrians in the crowd were in 

danger. The evidence shows that he intentionally turned the F-150 right into the lane next to him 

and struck the Jeep as it passed.  

 

Mr. Faulkison told officers that he tried to swerve out of the way because the other driver (Sassi) 

came across his lane and hit his vehicle. He said the F-150 swerved and hit him. Mr. Goodenough 

reported that although they avoided all of the pedestrians, a white pick-up truck “intentionally 

crashed into us”. An examination of the two vehicles showed that the front right corner of the F-

150 collided with the front left corner of the Jeep. The electronic data recovered from Mr. Sassi’s 

F-150 shows that it accelerated and veered right as it struck the Jeep.  

 

One of the cell-phone videos from a witness at the scene showed the two vehicles just after the 

collision, but not the collision itself. The collision caused the front left tire of the Jeep to go flat 

and both vehicles slowed to almost a complete stop, before they both continued to drive forward.  

 

                              
 

Based on the noise from the collision and people shouting, many of the protesters in the crowd 

immediately ran to the sides of the highway, appearing to clear a broad path for the Jeep. Some of 

them began to yell at the driver of the Jeep and F-150. Mr. Faulkison and Mr. Goodenough 

described protesters approaching their vehicle and throwing objects at the Jeep as Mr. Faulkison 

drove forward and gradually picked up speed as he continued northbound past the crowd. Video 

footage taken by a 9-News helicopter provided an aerial view of the incident starting at the point 

where the Jeep drove northbound on I-225 after the collision and gradually picked up speed. The 

footage of the Jeep driving through the crowd was shown on many local news channels.  
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Photographs recovered from an aerial drone operated by one of the protesters captured two images 

showing the blue Jeep as it approached the crowd. These pictures show that the Jeep approached 

in the far left lane, after passing other vehicles that were stopped or driving slowly northbound. 

The Jeep was pursued by the motorbike driven by Ms. Heydt, who reported that she was chasing 

the Jeep after it drove past her at the on-ramp. There were some protesters on the interstate behind 

the F-150 as the Jeep approached. The F-150 was in the second lane from the left.  

 

                       
 

Based on the drone pictures, the cell-phone video footage showing the vehicles just after the 

collision, the electronic data from the vehicles, and the available witness statements, it appears that 

the Jeep approached and attempted to drive past the F-150 on the right. The F-150 merged into 

that lane as the Jeep approached, the Jeep swerved right trying to avoid it, and the F-150 

accelerated and veered into the Jeep. The impact of the collision took both vehicles to the far-right 

lane of traffic. After the collision, both vehicles slowed almost to a stop. The Jeep drove forward 

to the second lane of traffic from the left. The F-150 followed behind the Jeep for a short distance. 

The motorbike was still following the Jeep, and several protesters appeared to be running towards 
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the Jeep into the lanes of traffic from the direction it had just passed. Many in the crowd started to 

run to the side of the interstate immediately after the collision.  

 

                         
 

The driver of the F-150 truck, Sebastian Sassi, was interviewed on July 29, 2020, at the Aurora 

Police Department. He was in Aurora on July 25th for the protest, and he drove westbound on 

Alameda Avenue to the I-225 on-ramp. At the entrance to the interstate, he also described a woman 

on a motorbike who was blocking the on-ramp. He described her role as “security” for the protest, 

and she allowed him to enter the interstate after he told her that he wanted to follow the crowd to 

support them. He observed other cars on the highway, but it appeared to him that they were with 

the protest group. He heard someone say, “Watch for that Jeep” and in his rear view mirror he saw 

the blue Jeep Wrangler that appeared to be going very fast. He wanted to move over into the lane 

of the Jeep and “brake check” it, as the driver approached, in order to get it to stop. He said that 

the Jeep was going so fast that it hit his truck. He described it as a “glancing impact” and the Jeep 

bounced off and was able to continue driving towards the other protesters. It was his belief that the 

driver of the Jeep “absolutely meant to harm people.” When describing the position of the vehicles 

at the point of impact, he said he was in the center-left lane and the Jeep was in the center-right 

lane. He estimated that once he saw the Jeep approaching, he had only 2 seconds to decide what 

he was going to do, so he made the “snap decision” to “brake-check” him and try to slow him 

down. After the collision, Mr. Sassi said the Jeep re-centered itself and proceeded northbound, 

which is when he lost sight of the Jeep.  

 

Mr. Faulkison told police he was trying to get away from the crowd because they started throwing 

things at his vehicle and people were approaching the Jeep. Mr. Goodenough described seeing a 

man with a bat approach them swinging at the Jeep, and that they drove ahead in order to avoid 

any injury or further damage to the vehicle. Video footage does show several pedestrians in that 

area as the Jeep approached the crowd, as well a man chasing the Jeep holding a guitar by the 

handle as the Jeep passed, and several protesters stepping back into the lanes of traffic to throw 

objects at the Jeep as it drove by. Protesters who were on scene at that time and who approached 

other motorists, were holding objects including a skateboard, umbrellas, an expandable-baton, and 
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several protesters were carrying firearms. Some of them threw objects including water bottles, 

rocks, and a backpack, at the Jeep as it drove northbound and gradually increased speed.  

          

               
 

As the Jeep drove forward in the center lanes of the interstate, and protesters separated towards 

the sides of the roadway, gunshots were fired. Samuel Young took a shooting stance near the east 

side of the interstate and fired a handgun at the Jeep. It was approximately 10-14 seconds after the 

collision with the truck, that he fired six shots from a Smith and Wesson .38 caliber revolver as 

the Jeep passed him and drove away from the crowd. The driver and passenger inside the Jeep 

were not injured, but there was evidence that two bullets struck the back of the Jeep. Although 

neither Mr. Faulkison nor Mr. Goodenough were struck by the gunshots, two victims were shot 

and injured on the opposite side of the interstate. They were both standing on the west side of the 

northbound lanes and were struck by bullets fired by Mr. Young at the Jeep. One of the victims, 

Creyton Loud, received a gunshot wound to the right side of his head, and the other victim, Joseph 

Sagrillo, was struck in the inner thigh, requiring surgery. Although those victims provided some 

information about the incident to police, they were standing ahead of the crowd of protesters and 

could not see the collision between the truck and the Jeep.  

 

Other witnesses from the protest group provided statements to the police, and our office conducted 

several follow-up witness interviews for the investigation. Several witnesses claimed that the Jeep 

was travelling at excessive speeds and they believed the driver intended to drive into them to injure 

or kill protesters. They stated that the driver of the F-150 (Sassi), and the shooter (Young), were 

only acting to protect the crowd of protesters from injury by the Jeep. Many of those witnesses, 

however, were either unaware of what led up to the collision between the Jeep and the F-150, or 

they were situated in a position where they were unable to see the Jeep until it drove past them on 

the interstate.  

 

After driving past the crowd of protesters on I-225 with one tire completely flat, Mr. Faulkison 

took the next available exit, onto 6th Avenue eastbound. One block off the highway, he pulled 

behind an Aurora PD patrol car parked at 6th Avenue and Billings Street, at the scene of an 

unrelated accident investigation. He voluntarily parked the Jeep and stepped out to tell the officers 

what happened on the interstate. Emily Heydt followed the Jeep on her motorbike and pulled up 

to the scene behind them. She told the police officers that the Jeep driver broke through her 

blockade to get to the on-ramp and then drove through the crowd on the interstate.  
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The officers who were on-scene to gather initial information were responding to other issues at the 

same time. They were helping with an accident at the corner of 6th Avenue and Billings Street. 

They were aware that the crowd of anti-police protesters was approaching their direction on the 

interstate and that many of them were armed with firearms and carrying shields. They received 

initial information from dispatch about a blue Jeep driving through the crowd on the interstate and 

learned that there were shots fired just a few blocks from where they were working. Shortly after 

contacting Mr. Faulkison and Mr. Goodenough in the Jeep, and Ms. Heydt on the motorbike, they 

were contacted by the driver of a sedan who pulled up to the scene to report that a gunshot victim, 

Creyton Loud, was in the car and needed medical attention. The officers took initial statements 

and were told by their supervisors to move from the area as soon as possible because of the 

approaching crowd of protesters and shots fired. For their safety and the safety of the people they 

were helping, the officers initially moved everyone to a less visible location around the block to a 

parking lot, to collect additional information and clear the vehicles away from 6th Avenue.  

 

Because of the reports of gunshots and some initial claims that shots were fired from the Jeep, the 

officers searched Mr. Faulkison and Mr. Goodenough for weapons. With their consent, they 

searched the Jeep for firearms. No weapons were found in the Jeep, and Mr. Faulkison and Mr. 

Goodenough remained on scene with the officers to provide information. Officers talked to Emily 

Heydt and asked for her description of what happened. Police body-cameras recorded those 

interactions and initial witness statements.   

 

In addition to the police officers who were blocking or re-directing traffic, there were officers 

observing the interstate from the top of a parking garage on the east side on North Blackhawk 

Street. Officer Mark Saxelby reported that he was watching the protesters march northbound on I-

225, from that parking garage. He noted that there were protesters armed and dressed in helmets 

and gas masks. He could see the Jeep traveling northbound approaching the crowd as protesters 

started to throw objects at the Jeep. He reported that the Jeep was attempting to avoid the thrown 

objects and began to swerve between lanes. He saw multiple protesters hurrying out of the lanes 

of traffic to avoid the Jeep and then heard approximately six gunshots and witnessed the Jeep 

increase in speed as it drove northbound.   
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A search warrant was approved on August 5, 2020, for the F-150 and the Jeep, to include the 

collection of electronic data from both vehicles. The electronic data recorder (EDR) and airbag 

control module (ACM) were downloaded and analyzed. Investigators took photographs and used 

a FARO scanner to document the damage to each vehicle. The EDR contained data for the speed 

of both vehicles just prior to the collision. Based on that information, at 5 seconds prior to the 

collision the truck was driving northbound at 5.9 mph with no accelerator pedal applied and the 

brake on. The interstate slope where this occurred is slightly downhill and the F-150 was moving 

with the marchers on the highway. At 5 seconds prior to the collision, the Jeep was travelling at 

45 mph and appeared to be coasting with no acceleration and no brake applied. The posted speed 

limit on this section of I-225 is 65 mph. 

 

At one second prior to the collision, the F-150 driver accelerated 3.4% and the steering input to 

the right increased to 217 degrees. At .5 seconds before the collision, the accelerator was at 100% 

and the steering increased to 415.5 degrees to the right. At the collision point (time-zero for the 

incident) the steering turned to 426.3 degrees, the accelerator pedal was at 100% and the speed 

increased to 8.2 mph. Before the collision, the Jeep accelerator was pressed between 3.2 and 1.3 

seconds prior, to a high of 47 mph, but the accelerator was not pressed again from 1.2 seconds 

prior to the collision. At .7 seconds, the brakes were pressed and at .2 seconds the ABS activated. 

The Jeep’s speed at the time it was struck by the F-150 was 40 mph.  

 

The traffic investigator also analyzed video footage to provide an estimated speed after the 

collision, based on the aerial footage and highway markings. For the first distance of 40 feet from 

the video, as the Jeep passed through the crowd, the Jeep averaged approximately 29 mph. For the 

second distance of 40 feet as the Jeep drove through the crowd, the Jeep increased in speed to 

approximately 40 mph. For the third distance of 40 feet as the jeep drove away from the crowd, it 

was driving approximately 51 mph. Through the distance captured on the Aerial footage where the 

Jeep drove past the crowd, it travelled in the center of the lanes straight ahead, towards the right 

side of the second lane from the right, near the center of the four lanes of northbound traffic.  

 

ANALYSIS 

 

The ethical obligation of prosecutors and the policy of the District Attorney’s Office is to only 

prosecute a case when 1) there is a good faith basis to believe the individual to be prosecuted has 

committed the crime, and 2) there is a reasonable likelihood of conviction at trial. This is a higher 

standard than the probable cause standard used by police officers making initial charging and arrest 

decisions. In some circumstances, we will accept a case filing from a law enforcement agency 

based on probable cause alone, if we believe additional information will be forthcoming from law 

enforcement. In this case involving Kyle Faulkison, the Aurora Police Department did not submit 

a case filing to the District Attorney’s Office, although they investigated the case from the 

beginning and cooperated with our office throughout the investigation. The decision whether to 

pursue a criminal prosecution, therefore, is based on the reasonable likelihood of conviction 

standard. Criminal liability is established when there is a good faith basis to believe the individual 

committed the crime, and there is sufficient evidence to prove all of the elements of the crime 

beyond a reasonable doubt. Additionally, the prosecution must disprove any statutorily recognized 

justification or defense beyond a reasonable doubt.  
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Some initial media reports, and some witnesses interviewed, suggested that Mr. Faulkison drove 

at a high rate of speed and intentionally drove into the crowd in order to kill or injure protesters. 

Our investigation closely examined the evidence of intent that would be available and admissible 

for a criminal prosecution. There is insufficient evidence to prove that Mr. Faulkison intended to 

injure or kill anyone. The evidence is that he drove past protesters trying to block the on-ramp in 

order to get on the interstate, because he was trying to drive Mr. Goodenough to the airport. Once 

he entered the on-ramp, he saw protesters on the sides of the road and he was being pursued by the 

motorbike that tried to block him earlier. As he approached vehicles on the highway, he passed 

them to continue northbound. He and his passenger reported that there were protesters aggressively 

approaching them and that the protestors appeared to be threatening. He wanted to get away from 

them for his safety and for his passenger’s safety. Based on his prior decision to enter the highway 

and drive around the attempted and illegal blockade, and the actions of some of the protesters, the 

evidence and Mr. Faulkison’s statement to the police suggest that he had a reasonable fear that he 

and his passenger faced bodily injury, or at least damage to his vehicle, if he stopped on the 

highway under those circumstances.  

 

At that point, the F-150 struck Mr. Faulkison, as his statement and the evidence shows he tried to 

drive around it to pass northbound. The driver of the F-150 truck acknowledged he was trying to 

stop the Jeep and the EDR information shows the truck was veering to the right and accelerating 

at 100% when it struck the Jeep. The Jeep then slowed to almost a complete stop. It was damaged 

on the front left corner, lost a bumper and fender, and had a disabled front left tire. Some of the 

protesters ran toward the Jeep from multiple directions yelling at them, as confirmed on video 

footage. Some of the protesters started to throw objects at the Jeep as he pulled forward, further 

corroborating a stated fear for their safety.  

 

Mr. Faulkison told officers that he was only trying to get away from the crowd. He and Mr. 

Goodenough reported that they were trying not to hit anyone. There is no evidence the Jeep hit 

any pedestrian or vehicle, other than the F-150 truck which veered into it. There were several 

protesters who hit the Jeep with objects or threatened to damage the Jeep or injure the occupants. 

One protester fired six bullets from a handgun, striking the rear of the Jeep with two bullets as it 

drove away from the crowd. The evidence shows that the lives of Mr. Faulkison and his passenger 

were in danger as they drove northbound on I-225 with protestors on either side of the highway. 

At no time did he appear to veer right or left as the protesters were on the side of the interstate. He 

drove straight ahead near the center of the interstate after the collision.  Although several reports 

described Mr. Faulkison fleeing from the scene afterwards, he took the first available exit and 

approached the first police officer he encountered, one block from the interstate. He reported what 

happened, consented to a search of his vehicle, and was cooperative with the responding police 

officers on scene.  

 

Despite police efforts to block traffic in some locations, the Alameda on-ramp to northbound I-

225 where the protest crowd entered the highway was only blocked by other protesters. Their 

efforts to block all traffic were incomplete and not successful. Those efforts were also illegal under 

Colorado law which prohibits the unlawful obstruction of a public highway or street. Some traffic 

was permitted to pass, and some vehicles passed them despite their efforts. The actions of some of 

the protesters to confront and block traffic created a chaotic, confusing, and sometimes dangerous 

situation for motorists as well as the protest group. In some instances, motorists were threatened 
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by the protesters and ordered to stop or to move in another direction. Other motorists were told to 

turn around and drive into the direction of oncoming traffic.  

 

Among the charges considered, based on the allegations of some witnesses and the investigation, 

were Attempted First Degree Murder (After Deliberation), 18-3-102(1)(a), 18-2-101; Attempted 

Second Degree Murder, 18-3-103(1); 18-2-101; Attempted Reckless Manslaughter, 18-3-

104(1)(a), 18-2-101; Reckless Driving, 42-4-1401; Reckless Endangerment, 18-3-208; Careless 

Driving, 42-4-1402(1); and Leaving the Scene of an Accident, 42-4-1602. Any charges would 

require the ability to prove a voluntary act prohibited by statute, together with a culpable state of 

mind, and to disprove any affirmative defenses beyond a reasonable doubt. 

 

Based on the available evidence, we also considered a number of witness statements and interviews 

from members of the protest group. There were multiple witnesses who understandably feared 

being struck by oncoming traffic, including the Jeep, as they marched on the interstate. Witnesses 

who heard the collision feared for their lives based on their proximity to the collision on the 

interstate and their observations of the Jeep driving through the crowd. Those present in the crowd, 

however, could not know the intentions of the drivers involved in the collision behind them as they 

fled for safety. Although the incident was potentially very dangerous, there is no evidence that Mr. 

Faulkison intended or tried to injure or kill anyone, and no one was directly injured by his conduct. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Considering all of the available evidence from this investigation and applicable Colorado law, 

there is insufficient evidence to support the filing of any criminal charges against Kyle Faulkison. 

The evidence would not support a reasonable likelihood of a criminal conviction at trial.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

                                                                       
Tom Byrnes  

Chief Deputy District Attorney 


