
 

 
COVID-19 
DRAFT Guidance for Outdoor Events 

 

Outdoor Events 

Please give us your feedback here by Wednesday, June 17, at 5pm. 

Outdoor receptions, events, fairs, rodeos, non-critical auctions, concerts, or other outdoor venues not covered in other guidances 

where these guidelines and adherence to physical distance can be maintained. 

 

VENUE ORGANIZERS/EMPLOYEES ATTENDEES 

● Limit capacity depending on venue size: 
○ Standard venues under 5,650 

square feet: Up to 50% or 50 
people per designated activity*, 
whatever is fewer. 

○ Large venues over 5,650 square 
feet: Up to 50% or 125 people 
per designated activity, 
whatever is fewer**. 

○ Extra large venues over 11,300 
square feet: Up to 50% or 175 
people per designated activity, 
whatever is fewer.*** 

● Create a queue at entrances and exits 
that ensures a minimum of 6 feet of 
physical distancing between individuals 
and pace entry and exit to prevent 
congestion. 

● Provide guidance and encouragement on 
maintaining 6 feet of physical distancing  

● Require use of masks or face coverings 
whenever possible. 

● Train employees in proper use of protective 
equipment, and emphasize that they should 
refrain from face-touching 

● Require frequent handwashing upon arrival, 
departure and throughout the day.  

● Implement symptom monitoring protocols 
(including workplace temperature monitoring 
and symptom screening questions) where 
possible (Additional Guidance) and encourage 
sick employees to use the CDPHE Symptom 
Tracker. 

● Employees who have been in close contact 
with an exposed or symptomatic person 
(within 6 feet for at least 10 minutes) should 

● Encourage attendees to stay home if sick 
or exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. 
Consider screening attendees for fever, 
symptoms, or exposures before or at 
their arrival. 

● Encourage attendees who have been in 
close contact with a person suspected or 
confirmed to have COVID-19 (within 6 
feet for at least 10 minutes) to stay home 
and self-quarantine.  

● Encourage frequent handwashing. 
● Attendees should refrain from mixing 

and mingling with others not in their 
household during events during events as 
much as possible. 

● Attendees should maintain at least 6 feet 
of physical distancing from others as 
much as possible. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2s8c4hOZHtvL5UeVl-G537w4P9uSkumZWyp9t7VNQsyxgKA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://covid19.colorado.gov/symptom-screening
https://intake-app-dot-cdphe-erm.appspot.com/intake-form
https://intake-app-dot-cdphe-erm.appspot.com/intake-form


● Give reminders to observe 6 feet social 
distancing before, during, and after 
events. 

● Establish single-direction traffic flow in 
and out of venue and seating areas. 
Consider separate entrances and exits. 

● Enhance cleaning and sanitization of 
common touch points (doors, stairwell 
handles, light switch, elevator switch, 
etc.). 

● Install hand sanitizing stations at 
entrances and in high-traffic areas. 

● Consider staggered guest arrival and 
departure times to avoid congregating at 
entrances and exits. 

● Collect contact information of guests or 
attendees and times of arrival and 
departure to help with potential 
exposure notification. 

● Deploy plexiglass barriers where 
appropriate. 

not report to work and should self-quarantine. 
● Group employees into teams or shifts that 

stick together. 
● Participants (e.g., players, performers, actors) 

in events should have their symptoms 
checked, and participants (e.g., players, 
performers, actors) who have been in close 
contact with an exposed or symptomatic 
person (within 6 feet for at least 10 minutes) 
should not participate and should 
self-quarantine. 

● Provide contactless payment methods. 
● Do not allow multiple people to handle 

objects, or disinfect objects between each 
person. 

● Extend setup timelines to allow vendors more 
time to set up and not overlap. 

 

● Require attendees to wear face coverings  
● Populations at higher risk for severe 

COVID-19 should consider additional 
protections or staying home during this 
time per CDPHE guidance. 

● Encourage remote participation 
whenever possible. 

IF THERE IS A CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19  AMONG PATRONS OR EMPLOYEES 

● The venue operators must notify and cooperate with their local public health agency on next steps. 
● Local public health agency contacts can be found here. 
● Outbreak guidance for non-healthcare facilities can be found here. 

 
 
As per Public Health Order 20-28, spectators at car/motorcycle/horse races, and professional sporting events are not permitted. 
 
This guidance does not apply to activities covered under guidelines for restaurants, houses of worship, or personal recreation. 
 
*Venues that have multiple activities/events that are physically separated or discrete, such as a fair with activities taking place in separate buildings or arenas, 
may have the maximum percent capacity or number of attendees in each setting, and must implement additional prevention measures, such as one-way 
traffic, as attendees move from one activity or event to the next.  
**This guidance allows an increased capacity for very large venues. Large venues are defined as double the amount of space needed to maintain appropriate 
physical distance. So, if in a normal venue, each person needs a 3 foot radius around them, or about 28 square feet per person, to achieve 6 feet in between 

https://covid19.colorado.gov/higher-risk-severe-illness
https://covid19.colorado.gov/higher-risk-severe-illness
https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/find-your-local-public-health-agency
https://covid19.colorado.gov/guidance-resources


people, a large venue could provide a 6 foot radius around each person, or about 113 square feet per person. So, the minimum size a large venue could be is 
5,650 square feet. 
 
***Extra large venues are double the large venue size. 
 
 


